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of the New Deal* California created seven new ones in 1933
alone, and Texas set aside nearly a quarter of a million acres
in the Big Bend of the Rio Grande River. In brief, more
than six hundred thousand acres were added to state pre-
serves between 1933 and 1936, while the annual federal
purchase of forest land, mainly for parks and wild-life
refuges, rose from a pre-Roosevelt average of about half a
million acres to two million in 1935.
The public was not slow to accord approval. In 1934, the
first year national parks kept travel statistics, six million
visitors were reported; by 1938 the total surpassed sixteen
million* Facilities like camp sites and picnic grounds and
the spread of the youth-hostel movement fostered hiking as
a pastime* By 1937 in New England alone seventy-six
hostels at fifteen-mile intervals stretched along a thousand-
mile chain of trails. The rise of the American Camping
Association was another significant development, as was the
formation of the Cub Scouts, an adjunct to the Boy Scouts
designed to promote outdoor life and manliness among lads
aged seven to ten*
For both youth and adults winter sports increased in
favor* In 1930 a New England railroad scheduled the first
snow train* Two years later the winter Olympics at Lake
Placid kindled widespread interest, and this fact, coupled
with the park facilities and ski runs and jumps built by the
CCC on the public domain and with commercial ventures
like the Union Pacific's well-advertised Sun Valley in Idaho,
resulted in such trains carrying tens of thousands out of
Boston, New York, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Salt Lake City,
Portland, San Francisco and Los Angeles.
Nor did urban recreation fail to benefit* Between 1930
and 1940 the number of cities reporting parks grew from
nine hundred to almost fifteen hundred, their acreage from
three hundred thousand to nearly half a million. During the
last five years of the decade attendance at playgrounds
doubled, at swimming centers almost doubled and at picnic

